HOW STRONG IS  BRITAIN?
However, it was 1926 before a committee under Lord
Balfour was appointed, and it was this committee which
drew up the present valid definition of Dominion
status, which reads as follows :
They (the Dominions) are autonomous communities
within the British Empire, equal in status, in no way
subordinate one to another in any aspect of their
domestic or external affairs, though united by a common
allegiance to the Crown, and freely associated as
members of the British Commonwealth of Nations.
In the Report of the Balfour Committee there is also
a passage which enumerates in a classical formulation
often since quoted the things which hold the British
Empire together :
The British Empire is not founded on negations.
It depends fundamentally, if not formally, on the
acceptance of positive ideals. Free institutions are its
lifeblood. Free association is its instrument. Peace,
security and progress are amongst its aims.
On the basis of this report and of further deliberations
a Bill was passed in 1930 entitled " The Statute of
Westminster ", and this has become the Constitution
of the British Empire. Its most important paragraph
defines the nature of the independence enjoyed by the
Dominions, and reads as follows :
No Act of Parliament of the United Kingdom passed
after the commencement of this Act shall extend, or be
deemed to extend, to a Dominion as part of the law of
that Dominion, unless it is expressly declared in that
Act that that Dominion has requested, and consented
to, the enactment thereof.
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